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@ The following brief sketch of the history of the 
Hindustan Gadar Party was submitted to the 
Assembly of the league against Imperialism by the 


parties delegate COMRADE RATTAN SINGH, — 
on the 26th of July 1929 at Frankfort on Main. 
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In 1907 large numbers of agricultural workers emi- 
grated from North West India to the United States of Ameri- 
ca, Canada and Panama for i2 following two purposes: 

a. to earn some pittance for paying off the debts of 
the usurer money-lending classes that lay heavy on 
their backs; 

b. to improve their own backward economical con- 
ditions of life. Besides them, many others took up 
employment as guards, policemen and watchmen 
in China, Malaya Penninsula and Manila, etc. for 
the same two aims. By and by they also shifted 
to U. S. A. and Canada. In short, according to the 
records of the Immigration Departments of Canada 
and U. S. A., by 1910 some 30,000 Indian 
workers had reached the Northern Part of the New 
World. 

In those days Indian emigrants were faced with thou- 
sands of difficulties. The Imperialist Government of Great 
Britain could hardly bear to see these poor but hard-working 
indian workers earn a living wage and at the same time 
getting conscious of their country’s slavery by living in free 
lands, become infected with the love of liberty. The British 
Government got alarmed and at once decided to deport 
these people from Canada to Honduras. The Government 
tried to allure thern to the Republic by showing them glow- 
ing but false prospects of prosperity that awaited them in 
Honduras. But they were not duped. They at once sent a 
delegation under the leadership of Khalsa Dewan to Hon- 
duras to investigate the conditions of life there. The British 
tried to bribe the members of this delegation in order that 
they might give a report in support of the British version 
and paint the conditions of life of Honduras in alluring 
colours. But they stood true to the cause of their fellow 
workers and exposed the mean tactics of British imperialists 
to the rank and file in an open meeting. Thus these poor 
emigrants were saved from going to that country of unem- 
ployment and bad climate. Not only that much. Their eyes 
got wide open and they realized how the impearlists re- 
sorted to disgraceful tactics for crushing them. Great excite- 
ment prevailed among them on account of this mischievous 
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and treacherous behaviour of the British Government. Next 
the British tried to deport them by force but failed in that 
tyrannical aim of theirs too. 

After this, the Khalsa Divan, constituted in Vancouver, 
began to issue a newspaper for enlightening their comrades 
and for persuading them to defend their rights against the 
Government to the end. This paper had to cease publication 
after one year owing to various forms of difficulties, among 
others the local Press Act, that specially led to its death. 
On the other side, Indian workers living in California also 
felt the necessity of organizing themselves into a Party and 
of issuing a newspaper in U. S. A. An Akali Jatha had been 
organized in 1912 in California. Later on this Jatha also 
joined the new organization which was formed thus: 

On Nov. 1, 1913, a general meeting of all the Indian 
workers in U. S. A. was called and a Party under the name 
of the ‘““Gadar Party’’ was formed. It was resolved to issue 
a newspaper in two Indian languages, viz: Gurmukhi and 
Urdu. Since that day tremendous efforts were made by us 
to strengthen and widen our organization by laying its 
foundations on a sound basis. “‘Gadar’’ means “‘Revolu- 
tion.”’ [It was on account of this, that when our Party organ 
wrote some articles against the Czarist Regime, the Editor 
was sued against in the Immigration Court. After his trial, 
the Party was renamed as the “Hindustan Gadar Party”’ 
and the paper was issued under the title “‘Hindustan Gadar.”’ 

A little before this, Indian workers were prevented 
from entering Canada by the Canadian Immigration Depart- 
ment on the excuse that they were travelling on foreign 
boats and that they could not be allowed to land in Canada 
unless they came by their own steamers. Indian workers 
were still undaunted and they determined to remove this 
stumbling block too. Under the leadership of Comrade 
Gurdit Singh they hired a Japanese steamer, Kamagata 
Maru, and sailed for Canada. On their arrival at Vancouver, 
the British Government shamelessly went back on their 
words and refused the workers permission to land. These 
resolute people wrangled for two months in order to get 
permission to land. The Immigration Department of Canada 
began to resort to underhand means and in the darkness of 
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night tried to tug off our steamer out of the harbour into open 
sea. But the passengers got warned and cut off the tug-line. 
On this the Canadian Police opened fire against these un- 
armed workers who replied by raining a hailstorm of coal 
against the police. Thus the authorities were frustrated in 
their designs. But provisions ran short on board the boat 
and the Committee appointed by Khalsa Dewan for conduct- 
ing the struggle had to decide to take the ship back to India. 
The ship anchored at the Buj-Buj wharf in the Port of Cal- 
cutta. But when these workers disembarked they were met 
by a shower of bullets of the troops. Nineteen comrades 
were killed and the rest were at once rounded off towards 
prisons and put under lock and key without any trial. After 
the boat had left the Canadian shores, the Immigration De- 
partment, through the machinations of one Hopkinson, a 
sergeant in the said Department but in fact a member of the 
British Secret Service in India, managed to get two leaders 
of these Indian workers, intending to proceed to India for 
taking legal steps in their defense, killed at the hands of an 
Indian traitor. When the trial of the murderer of the two 
leaders was being conducted in the court, Comrade Mewa 
Singh, an active and prominent worker in Canada, shot Hop- 
kinson dead in the court room. Mewa Singh was later on 
hanged. 

It was at this juncture, i. e., in 1914 that war broke 
cut between various Imperialist Powers of Europe. It was 
a very opportune moment for overthrowing British imperial- 
ism in India. Hence our Party, in spite of being still very 
young and almost unprepared for an armed revolution on 
a country-wide scale, at once took the field against the forces 
of the oppressors of India and appealed to the Party mem- 
bers to rally under the standard of the Party. The workers 
made magnificent response to the Party call and began to 
leave for India in large numbers under the Party organiza- 
tions. The aim of these revolutionaries was to secure more 
recruits by awakening the people and to organize an armed 
revolt against their imperialist masters by taking advantage 
of their weakness at that moment. Not only did the Indian 
workers living in Canada and U. S. A. and Panama leave 
for India at that time but even those living in China and 
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Indonesia Islands responded to the Party's call. But the 
British Government got some scent of their real intentions 
and packed them into gaols as they landed on Indian shores. 

At this critical moment, the so-called Nationalist Party 
of India and its leaders had pledged themselves to help the 
British and were in fact rendering them all possible assist- 
ance. The British Government with the aid of these leaders 
tried to poison the public opinion in India against these 
revolutionaries by calling them the enemies of religion and 
by dubbing them as robbers who threatened public peace 
and the right of private property in the country. The peo- 
ple at large, at that time, were ignorant of what liberty and 
freedom meant. In spite of these difficulties, the Gadar 
Party made full preparations for organizing a revolution in 
India. Steps were taken for starting an uprising simultane- 
ously in the Punjab, Central India, Bengal, etc. Various 
members were posted on various duties. Through propa- 
gandist speeches and an intelligent dissemination of revolu- 
tionary literature among peasants and soldiers thousands of 
cultivators and hundreds of men in the Army were won over 
for the coming revolutionary fight for freedom. Indian army 
regiments stationed in Assam, Burma and Malaya in the 
South; at Lahore, Rawalpindi, Firozepur, Jullundar, Amrit- 
sar and Ambala Cantonements in the north, i. e., Punjab; 
and those at Meerut, Cawnpore, Allahabad, Benares, Faiza- 
bad and Lucknow in Central and Eastern India were ready 
to throw in their lot with’ the revolutionaries under the 
Gadar Party and were only waiting for a signal to rise. Not 
only India, but other Dependencies and Colonies under the 
British Crown were also affected by this move. For example, 
special preparations were made at Singapore, Burma, and 
Hongkong. As the time was very short, preparations were 
being speeded up so that the blow be struck before the 
British Imperialists had extricated themselves from the 
European muddle. Naturally the necessary precautions had 
to be sacrificed for the sake of speed. This gave some of 
the British spies an opportunity to enter the lists of the revo- 
lutionaries. Through them the British came to know of the 
exact date and hour at which the rising was planned. Whole- 
sale arrests were, consequently, made by the British Govern- 
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ment. The Central Committee of the Party that had its 
headquarters at Lahore was also arrested. Legal proceed- 
ings against the revolutionists were adopted in the following 
order: 
1. The first Lahore Conspiracy Case which led to the 
condemnation of 61 revolutionaries. 
2. The second Lahore Conspiracy Case which led to 
the condemnation of 74 revolutionaries. 
3. The third Lahore Conspiracy Case which led to the 
condemnation of 12 revolutionaries. 

Out of the Party members condemned in these 
cases, 28 were hanged. A few were acquitted and 
the rest were transported for life. 

4. The Simla Conspiracy which was brought against 
the soldiers and officers who had sworn allegiance 


to the cause of Revolution. 12 of these brave 
comrades were hanged and six were imprisoned 
for life. 


Benares Conspiracy Case. 

The trial of Sergeant Hernam Singh at Faizabad. 
The Delhi Conspiracy Case. 

The trial of the comrades who were arrested dur- 
ing the above quoted Buj-Buj incident. 
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9. Firozepur Conspiracy Case. 
10. Meerut, Barisal and Burma trials. 
11. The trials at Shanghai and Singapore. 

The courts that tried these comrades were specially 
constituted and were given special powers to deal with the 
Revolutionaries. Seven thousand members of the Party were 
in all affected by these prosecutions. Many of them were 
hanged, hundreds were imprisoned for life and thousands 
were interned in their own homes. Those comrades of ours 
who were condemned to 10 or 15 years imprisonment are 
still rotting in gaols in spite of the fact that they have already 
served their terms. They are persecuted in the most brutal 
manner: for two or three years at a stretch they had been 
cast in solitary cells in chains. The quantity and quality of 
food given them can hardly be described. No gaol admin- 
istration in the world can be as inefficient and cruel as that 
in India. When these devotees of the cause of Revolution 
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were threatened by the Andamans Gaoler in the words “I 
am aman of the type of those prison-masters who had brought 
Napoleon Bonaparte into line,’’ they used to silence him by 
replying; “Yes! Napoleon being a selfish Emperor who 
fought for personal aggrandisement and fame could be 
cowed down by threats of persecution. We are revolution- 
aries, determined to overthrow Imperialism. We do not care 
for such bluffs.’”” Though ten of these dauntless revoluticn- 
aries laid their lives at the altar of Revolution under the 
whip of the tyrant yet their comrades at long last succeeded 
in correcting him in his ways. 

Thus, through the treachery of the so-called Nationalist 
leaders and British spies and the ignorance of the masses, 
this powerful and widely-ramified movement failed in its 
aim in spite of the sacrifice of so many lives. Lord Harding, 
the then viceroy of India, in one of his speeches said the fol- 
lowing words concerning this movernent; “Had the nation- 
alist leaders of India not helped the British Government at 
this critical moment, the members of the Gadar Party who 
had come back to India from abroad would surely have 
succeeded in overthrowing the British rule in India.”’ 

Those members of the Party who were posted in Siam, 
Burma and Malaya and who had escaped arrest at the hands 
of the British Government crossed over to America in 1916. 
In their absence from America the Party central machine 
had fallen into the hands of a selfish and treacherous man, 
Ramchanderd, who swindled hundreds of thousands of 
dollars from the Party Fund and tried to ruin the Party 
organization in every possible way. The Party tried to per- 
suade this incorrigible man to correct his ways. But as he 
persisted in his treachery he was killed by an active member, 
Comrade Ramsingh of the said party who in his turn was 
condemned to death by the American Government. 

On the entry of America into the World War on the 
side of the Allies, the members of the Central Committee 
of the Gadar Party were prosecuted by the Government of 
the U. S. A. at the instigation of the British. All the mem- 
bers were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment rang- 
ing from six months to two years and several of them were 
to be deported from America. British imperialists had spent 
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millions of dollars for securing the annihilation of our Party 
in America. We had to spend thousands of dollars for the 
defense of our Comrades on this occasion, the moral support 
given by the American workers deserves special mention 
here. 

It was at this time that the imperialist war came to an 
end and the U. S. Government withdrew the deportation 
case and rescinded the orders already given in this respect. 
After this, the Party spent some time in strengthening its 
organization. 

In 1922, the Gadar Party tried to revive the move- 
ment for the overthrow of British imperialism in India that 
had failed previously. Some members were sent to India 
for that purpose and we are glad to note that the present 
day Revolutionary movement in India owes much to the 
efforts of the Gadar Party. 

In 1925, when the Chinese Revolution developed, the 
Party strengthened the ranks of its workers in China by 
sending some more of its members there. When in 1926, 
the British tried to utilized Indian soldiers for strangling the 
Chinese Revolution, our members, even at the risk of their 
lives, made extensive propaganda among the Indian soldiers 
the result of which was that Indian regiments refused to 
fight against the Chinese and the British had to ship them 
back to India. In Hankow 200 Indian watchmen and police- 
men joined the Chinese revolutionaries. Others also were 
about to follow suit. Had the selfish Chinese warlords not 
betrayed the Chinese Revolution, Indians living in China 
and the 16,000 Indian soldiers stationed there would have 
finally and totally thrown in their lot with the Chinese Revo- 
lutionaries, and would have fought against the British im- 
perialists. The Sikh artillery and Mohammedan Police sta- 
tioned at Shameen refused to fire at the Chinese on account 
of the propaganda of the Gadar Party. This force also had 
to be shipped back to India. During the Chinese Revolution 
many of the Party members were killed and imprisoned by 
the British, who after detaining these prisoners for one year 
in Chinese gaols, deported them to India and threw them 
into prisons without any trial. The Gadar Party spent ten 
thousand dollars during its activities in China. 
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Every step taken by the Gadar Party, as might have 
been seen from a brief account of its activities given above, 
has been practical and has meant action. Its resolutions 
never remained on paper; they have always been put into 
action. It never flinched any sacrifice in men and money 
for carrying out its principles into practice. It is on account 
of this reason that British imperialists consider the Gadar 
Party fatal to their existence and have been trying to destroy 
it since the day of its inception. Various attempts, made at 
its life by the British, in the past, have been briefly recounted 
above. Their latest attack on it, made two years ago and 
which is still continuing, was the strongest and most violent. 
Though on account of the latest offensive of the British, 
some weak-minded and reactionary men have deserted the 
Party ranks and there are fewer members on the Party rolls 
today than previously, yet those who have remained true to 
the Party —— and they are quite a large number —- are true 
revolutionaries who are devoted solely to the Party Cause. 
They are the staunchest enemies of Imperialism and ready 
to lay down their lives for this ideal. Their number is sure 
to increase in the near future. Hence we may say that the 
Party is stronger today than it was before. All the Party 
members are honorary workers and those of the Life active 
members, who are on duty, get only their travelling expenses 
and a living wage. All these expenses are met with regularly 
and solely by the Party. Our newspaper as well as revolu- 
tionary literature printed by us is distributed free. The Party 
funds are derived from the voluntary contributions of the 
Party members. 

It may, hence, be said that within India and specially 
outside India, if there is an Indian Revolutionary Party 
working actively and vigorously and in the correct manner 
for Revolution in India, it is the Hindustan Gadar Party. 

The Gadar Party gives its whole-hearted support to 
the League Against Imperialism, and is glad that, through 
the League, it can associate with all other forces throughout 
the world which are carrying on an active fight against 
imperialism. 


—RATTAN SINGH. 
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